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resumo

Na segunda metade do século XVIII, os naturalistas realizaram um grande inventario da
natureza e dos povos ultramarinos. A coleta de espécies e breves descrigdes eram
executadas durante as viagens enquanto a andlise e as classificacdes dependiam de
recursos disponiveis nos museus de Histéria Natural. Embora planejado, o ciclo de
producdo do conhecimento enfrentou conjunturas adversas com a Revolugdo Francesa e
guerras napolednicas. A formacgao das coleg¢des, a publicacdo de memorias e de livros
nao resultaram em grandes empreendimentos e ficaram muito aquém do planejado.
Assim vale investigar a intrincada relacdo entre a producdo de conhecimento e a
administra¢do colonial. O que era mais importante para Coroa portuguesa produzir
ciéncia ou aperfeicoar a exploragio colonial no Brasil e na Africa? Raras vezes estes
objetivos se fundiam. Em geral os interesses econdmicos e administrativos guiaram os
viajantes e interromperam o “ciclo de acumulacdo” do conhecimento, conforme estudo

por Bruno Latour.
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abstract

In the second half of the eighteenth century, naturalists made a great inventory of
nature and overseas peoples. Species were collected and brief descriptions written
during the journeys, though the analysis and classifications depended on resources
available in Natural History museums. Despite being planned, the production cycle
of knowledge faced adverse scenarios with the French Revolution and Napoleonic
Wars. The formation of collections and the publication of memoirs and books did not
result in great ventures and their quantity was much lower than planned.
Nonetheless, it is still worth investigating the intricate relationship between the
production ofknowledge and colonial administration. Was it more important for the
Portuguese Crown to produce science or improve colonial exploitation in Brazil and
Africa? Rarely did these objectives merge. In general, economic and administrative
interests guided the travelers and interrupted “cycle of accumulation”, as studied by

Bruno Latour.
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