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resumo

Na	segunda	metade	do	século	XIX,	Portugal	investiu	em	diversas	soluções	tecnológicas	

para	modernizar	diferentes	setores	da	sociedade,	sendo	o	caminho-de-ferro	uma	das	

mais	imponentes	inovações.	Além	dos	benefıćios	materiais	que	trouxe	em	termos	de	

velocidade	e	capacidade	de	transporte,	a	ferrovia	desempenhou	ainda	um	importante	

papel	 simbólico,	 como	 representação	 indisputada	 de	 modernidade,	 progresso	 e	

civilização.	Neste	artigo,	pretendo	demonstrar	que	o	sentimento	de	sublime	provocado	

pela	locomotiva	vapor	assumiu	igualmente	contornos	religiosos,	de	religião	implıćita	

(tecnologismo),	que	contribuıŕam	para	cimentar	a	implementação	da	ferrovia	e	dos	seus	

principais	agentes	tecnológicos	na	sociedade	nacional.
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abstract

On	 the	 second	half	 of	 the	 19th	 century,	 Portugal	 invested	 in	 different	 technological	

solutions	to	modernize	some	of	the	sectors	of	Portuguese	society.	The	railway	was	one	of	

the	most	visible	innovations.	Besides	the	material	improvements	in	terms	of	speed	and	

freight	 capacity,	 the	 railway	 took	 a	 leading	 symbolic	 role	 as	 representative	 of	

modernization,	civilization	and	overall	progress.	In	this	paper	I	argue	that	the	feeling	of	

technological	sublime	brought	about	by	the	steam	locomotive	was	also	characterized	by	

religious	traits	of	an	implicit	religion	(technologism),	which	contributed	to	the	process	

of	 implementation	 of	 the	 railroad	 itself,	 and	 also	 to	 enhance	 the	 relevance	 of	 its	

technological	agents	in	the	Portuguese	society.
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